[Genetic basis for skeletal disease. Genetic defects in chondrodysplasia].
Chondrodysplasia is a subset of skeletal dysplasia caused by genetic defects affecting chondrogenesis and its development, showing abnormal shape and structure of the skeleton. Pathology of growth plate results in defective skeletal development, such as short stature, while pathology of articular cartilage predisposes degenerative skeletal disease, such as early-onset osteoarthritis. Recently identified genetic basis for chondrodysplasia contributed much in understanding the biology and pathology of cartilage. The accumulated knowledge would be a clue to develop fundamental treatment for chondrodysplasia.